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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirtt 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning - to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 
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MESA MEETING ACTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


The 45th Anniversary Membership Meeting of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action was held June 1-8 at the hospitable, 
beautiful Palos Park Community Center, near Chicago. This 
worship and meeting center is ably directed by Methodist minister 
Paul Sanders. ; 


The happy days at Palos were days of high worship, rich friend- 
ship, earnest discussion and program formulation, and important 
decision. ; 

How particularly happy the members would have been if it 
had been possible for Bishop Francis J. McConnell, M.F.S.A.’s 
Honorary Chairman (and its President for the great bulk of its 
4% decades) to participate in this FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVER- 
SARY MEETING! That was prevented by his grave illness, and 
he could only convey his greetings and best wishes on the phone. 
Present to address the opening Anniversary Dinner on the Federa- 
tion’s 45-year history, was Dr. Harry F. Ward, one of the Federa- 
tion’s founders in 1907, who had served the Federation as Sec- 
retary during Bishop McConnell’s first and 32-year term as Presi- 
dent (1912-1944). The Anniversary Dinner meeting was also 
the occasion for the annual address of the retiring Executive Sec- 
retary. 

Members present heard, and engaged in discussion, other speak- 
ers, including: Chapel Dean John B. Thompson and Prof. Kermit 
Eby of the University of Chicago; Mr. Walter Illsley, who works 
with the American Friends Service Committee and had just re- 
turned from China; Rev. Paul Caton, who has had significant 
social action experience as pastor of the Halsted Street Institu- 
tional Church in Chicago; Prof. Z. K. Matthews, who had re- 
corded for the meeting an address on his Union of South Africa, 
and whose address was introduced and supplemented by Mrs. 
Mildred Randall, who had worked in Africa for our Methodist 
Board of Missions. ; ‘ 


STAFF, NAME AND OFFICE DECISIONS 
_ In view of ‘the desire of the Executive Secretary to go back 


‘into the regular r preaching and pastoral ministry and his conse- 


quent decision to retire from his full-time Federation wo k and 
from the Executive Secretaryship, the M.F.S.A. Executive Com- 
mittee elected four co-secretaries for the coming biennium, as 
reported in the April Bulletin. The Membership Meeting discussed 

thoroughly and confirmed these biennial elections: Rev. Mark 
_ Chamberlin, Membership and Fund-Raising Secretary, P. O. Box 
827, Gresham, Oregon; Rev. I. DeQuincy Newman, Field Sec- 
retary, Sumter, South Carolina; Dr. Willard Uphaus, Field Sec- 
retary, 66 Edgewood Ave., New Haven, Conn.; Rev. Jack R. 


ial Questions Bulletin). 
Rey. Dr. Loyd Worley, 573 Farmington Ave., Hartford, Conn., 
| elected M.F.S.A. President. The new President was given 
| coordinating responsibility with the Secretaries until such time 
at aad coordinating office is set up in the mid-West and 

e Executive Secretary chosen for such office. A con- 
mail ballot will be ato rae voting members in- 
names of the persons nominated by the Membership 
Executive and National Committees, as well as 
»wly selected President and other officers: Vice- 
W. E. Bowen of Atlanta, Rev. Clarence 
Mrs. Mary cae a Lemont, Ill, and 
F Sacramento, Calif.; Recording Secretary, 
a) o Role N. Y.; naa 
Rober Ree 


Michael, Editorial Secretary (with responsibility for editing 


: lead the world to ‘peace. 


We appeal to the Bishops of The Methodist Church to 
_ to carry out the memorial concurred in by the 1952 


City. Until such time as a Treasurer may be selected to work 
with Mr. Chamberlin in his Membership Office in Oregon, Mr. 
Ball also continues as M.F.S.A. Treasurer. 


The Executive Committee shall meet regularly four times each 
year, in different sections of the country and on dates set far in 
advance—to facilitate maximum personal participation by all Com- 
mittee members. The first meeting of the new Committee is now 
set for Sept. 29 in Trinity Methodist Church, Denver; the second 
meeting for Dec. 29 at Halsted Street Institutional Church in 
Chicago; the third meeting for March 29 in the East, probably 
New York; the fourth meeting in conjunction with the 1954 Mem- 
bership Meeting near Chicago and just before the World Council 
of Churches meeting in Evanston. 

The Membership Meeting voted to vacate the office at 150 
Fifth Avenue, New York City; and this has been done. The Pub- 
lishing Agents of the Methodist Church had recently indicated that 
they now needed this space for occupancy before the end of the 
summer. 


The Meeting accepted an offer made by Rev. Paul Caton to 
take charge of M.F.S.A.’s Lending Library at the Halsted Street 
Institutional Church, 1985 South Halsted St., Chicago. M.F.S.A. 
members are urged to borrow and use the valuable books in this 
Library, and to suggest any additional books for purchase. 

The Meeting also considered the organization’s name and de- 
cided to submit to the membership by mail ballot a possible al- 
ternative, Methodist Fellowship for Social Action. Unless the 


_ required voting majority approves the alternative, the present 


name continues in accordance with the previous ballot on the 
question, results of which were reported in the April Bulletin. 
It was voted that in all future Federation letterheads and publica- 
tions, there is to be a strict avoidance of inadvertent and inaccur- 
ate inclusion of the definite article “The” (found in the denom- 
ination’s title) in the organization’s name. 


PROGRAM STANDS ADOPTED > 


The bulk of the time at Palos Park was spent by the members. 
themselves formulating, thoroughly discussing and adopting the 


- following M.F.S.A. Program Stands for the coming year, in the in- 


terest of Peace, Human Rights, and Economic Welfare, as de- 


_ manded by the Christian Gospel. : - 
_ FOR WORLD PEACE 


We approve inclusion in the masthead of the Social Questions Bulletin of 
the additional words: “‘The Federation stands for the complete abolition 
of war.” meet 

Standing for the complete abolition of war, we call upon all people to 
urge our government to use its influence and efforts to bring about an ~ 
immediate cease fire in Korea. 5 - 

We urge all Federationists and fellow churchmen to sponsor study groups — 


and to acquaint themselves with the situation in Asia and the Far East. a eee 
In the interest of the peace and reconciliation to which the Gospel of 
Jesus compels us, we urge our government to recognize the government of 

the Peoples Republic of China, and to support its admission into the U.N. 


We urge the World Council of Churches to consider calling a World — 


Pra 


to send a delegation to the Soviet Union to promote friendship between 
our peoples. 


We are opposed to all campaigns of hate propaganda and ask our people 
to beware of them and examine them carefully, because they increase the 
incitements to war and also because they lead toward the destruction of 
democracy and brotherhood. 


In the interest of peace and reconciliation to which the Gospel of Jesus 
compels us, we call on our government to support the unification and dis- 
armament, rather than rearmament of Germany. 


We call on our government to support the post-war constitution of Japan, 
which bans rearmament. 


In the interest of peace and reconciliation, we call on our government to 
end military intervention in Indo-China. 


We urge our government to seek and support every available means of 
high-level negotiations for the purpose of ending the cold war and preventing 
further hot war, these negotiations to include talks between the leaders of 
the United States and the Soviet Union, President Eisenhower and Premier 
Malenkov. 


FOR ECONOMIC WELFARE 


In view of the degree to which our economy has become a war economy 
and therefore the extent to which a truce in Korea, followed by a negotiated 
peace, allegedly threatens our nation with the retumm of large scale unem- 
ployment with its general economic consequences, we call upon our mem- 
bers to, among themselves, and in their communities, promote discussions 
concerning economic alternatives to war and war preparation, and also to 
urge Congress and the White House to commence considering concrete 
plans to take up the slack in the coming cessation of war orders by measures 
to promote a strong and healthy peace-time economy. 


With a deep sense of our obligation of Christian stewardship, we urge 
that plans be worked out for surpluses of foodstuffs and other agricultural 
products now held by our government to be distributed to the hungry and 
needy people of our country and other countries of the world. 


As one of the means of stabilizing our economy, we urge that eamest 
consideration be given to working out ways of guaranteeing an annual wage 
for workers in industry. 


We favor the extension of our Social Security plan in accordance with the 
purposes of the original act. 


In order to help raise the standards of living in poverty stricken and 
underdeveloped areas of the world, we urge consideration of an International 
Development Authority, modeled somewhat like our T.V.A. to be organized 
in conjunction with the United Nations, to supplement the Technical Assist- 
ance program. 


* 


We urge our government to reverse its present policy of giving to special 
interests the natural resources which belong to the whole people. 


FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


Believing in the full human right of fellowship and intercultural relations 
among the peoples of the world, we urge our government to ratify the Coven- 
ant on Human Rights of the United Nations, and also urge that the Metho- 
dist Federation strive for implementation in our social and political life of 
the principles of the Covenant and Declaration on Human Rights, especially 
that provision which guarantees the right of free movement in the world. 
As part of the campaign of implementation, we recommend: Writing the 
President, Congressmen, and State Department; posting copies of the Dec- 
laration on Human Rights in our homes, studies, church schools and other 
appropriate places; supporting persons whom we believe should be accorded 
their right to have passports and to travel. 


“We urge President Eisenhower to exercise executive clemency.in-the-Rosen- — 


berg case. 


We reaffirm our opposition to the Smith and McCarran Acts, the Mc- 
carran-Walter Law, and all other attempts to destroy the basic personal 
nghts which are inherent and explicit in the Constitution of the United 
States and the Declaration of Independence. 


Citizens in this democracy should be left free to make their own decisions 
as to associations and organizational affiliations without blacklists from gov- 
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emment agencies or agents and we call upon our government to end such 
listings and agencies, and to abolish the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security, and Senator Mc- 
Carthy’s Permanent Senate Committee. 

We call on Federation members and fellow churchmen to work more 
vigorously and persistently in this crucial year for the complete elimination 
in church and society of every manifestation of racial discrimination and 
segregation. 

We urge continued activity and support for the long-promised and long- 
neglected civil rights legislation, at the Federal, state and local levels. 

Because every Methodist minister was ordained “in the Church of God 
to preach the word and to visit from house to house,” and because it is 
the practice of some Methodist ministers to neglect certain social and racial 
groups living in the neighborhoods of their churches, we ask each ordained 
minister of our Church to visit all the peoples of his geographical area and 
to urge them to join in the church he serves. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOMINEES 


The following persons were nominated by the Membership 
Meeting as Members at Large of the Executive Committee, to 
serve(if they consent and are confirmed) for the coming year 
along with the. officers nominated: 

REV. ALBERT ALLINGER, Cranford, New Jersey. 

REV. HAROLD BASS, Tacoma, Washington. 

DR. JAMES P. BRAWLEY, Atlanta Georgia. 

REV. BURNS BRODHEAD, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

REV. PAUL W. CATON, Chicago, Illinois. 

REV. CHESTER CHAMBERS, Weston, Ohio. 

PROF. GEORGE H. COLLIVER, Stockton, California. 

MR. JAMES COX, Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Illinois. 
REV. GILBERT COX, Dubuque, Iowa. 

REV. DR. HENRY HITT CRANE, Detroit, Michigan. 

REV. LEWIS H. DAVIS, Stamford, Connecticut. 

MR. W. J. DOUGLAS, Oswego, Oregon. 

REV. WILLIAM E. HAIRSTON, Reidsville, North Carolina. 
REV. DONALD W. HAMBLIN, Windsor, Connecticut. 

REV. T. R. W. HARRIS, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

DR. L. L. HAYNES, Kansas City, Kansas. 

DR. JOHN HAYWOOD, Washington, D. C. 

REV. ROBERT D. HILL, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

REV. REYNOLD HOOVER, Chicago, Illinois. 

MR. HALLY P. JOHNS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

REV. A. W. JUDD, Farmingdale, New York. 

MR. HARRY JUREY, Canoga Park, California. 

REV. CLYDE KEEGAN, Casper, Wyoming. 

REV. JACK KLEIN, Proctorville, Ohio. 

REV. CHARLES WESLEY LEE, New Hyde Park, New York. 
MR. HOWARD LINNARD, Los Angeles, California. 

BISHOP EDGAR A. LOVE, Baltimore, Maryland. 

REV. EDWARD McGOWAN, Frederick, Maryland. 

REV. FRED McKENZIE, Vermillion, South Dakota. 

MRS. MARY J. TODD McKENZIE, Jacksonville, Florida. 
MR. JESSE W. MALL, Hoisington, Kansas. 

DR. CLYDE R. MILLER, New York City. 

MRS. FLOYD MULKEY, Chicago, Illinois. 

REV. JESSE MURRELL,, Covington, Kentucky. 
REV. J. PIERCE NEWELL, Rochester, New York. 
REV. ROY PFAFF, Keokuk, Iowa. 
MR. DARRELL RANDALL, Chicago, Illinois. 
REV. H. M. RATLIFF, Gonzalese, Texas. 

MR. W. W. REID, New York City. 

REV. PERRY SAITO, Beloit, Wisconsin. 

DR. EUGENE SEUBERT, St. Louis, Missouri. 
PROF. DAVID C. SHIPLEY, Evanston, Illinois. 
MR. CLYDE SMITH, Emory University, Georgia. 
MR. JAMES WENDELL, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
REV. GEORGE TEAGUE, New Haven, Connecticut. 
REV. DAMON YOUNG, Chicago, Ilinois. 

REV. ELIZABETH ZARTMAN, Cloverdale, California. 


Bishop Francis J. McConnell of Lucasville, Ohio, Hon- 
orary Chairman of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action and its President in the past during two separate 
periods (1912-1944 and 1949-1952), died on August 18. 
Bishop Robert N. Brooks of New Orleans, a former Presi- 
dent of M.F.S.A. (1947-1949), died on August 2. Their 
passing is a great blow to the.many of us who knew, es- _ 
teemed and loved them in the Church at large and in the 9 
Federation, both of: which both men served so effectively. 9 
Both of these friends will be sorely missed. There will be 
a fuller tribute in a later Bulletin. y m | 


THE HOUSE COMMITTEE HEARING 


Answering a subpoena from the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities, this Bulletin’s Editor left his new congregation 
and community in Upper Lake, California, to appear before the 
Committee in a two-day public hearing, July 30 and 81. 

Contrary to an impression which may have been gained else- 
where, the New York Times (7/31) reported that during the hear- 
ing, “The Rev. Mr. McMichael, the first minister of the Gospel 
to be brought before the committee under stbpoena~. . . (was) 
usually smiling and serene.” 

The Federation and friends are seeking fuyds with which to 
print and distribute the Committee’s transcript of the two-day 
hearing, even though the Committee often did move to delete 
from the record statements which your Editor. made to defend 
himself and his stands as a minister, from accusation and mis- 
representation. If you are interested in acquiring the transcript 
by purchase, write the Federation’s Treasurer,” Rev. Lee H. Ball 
24 Willow St., Irvington, N. Y. ‘ 

Before the hearing, the Committee circulated across the country 
false testimony regarding your Editor. This testimony had been 
received by one of the Committee members in a secret New York 
session (to which Democratic members were reported as protesting 
they had not been invited). The Committee circulated these false 
accusations across the country before notifying your Editor they 
had been made, and before giving him any opportunity to testify 
concerning them. The Committee circulated similar accusations in 
the same manner against two other Methodists and former Federa- 
tion officials: Miss Winnifred Chapell, who is no longer alive to 
defend herself; and Dr. Harry F. Ward, who branded as com- 
pletely false the Committee-circulated testimony against him. 

Concluding the two days of hearing given your Editor, the 
House Committee put on the witness stand its prize witness. Under 
questions from the Democratic side of the Committee, this witness 
against your Editor confessed that in her years as a paid under- 
cover operative for the F. B. I. within the Communist Party, she 
had secured considerable evidence that your Editor was a trusted 
supporter of world peace, but no evidence that he was ever a 
member of the political party within which she was operating. 
Her husband heard and corroborated her testimony, including 
this significant confession. 

Though the Committee had previously circulated the testimony 
of two false witnesses against your Editor, only one of them was 
produced at the hearing; and the Committee denied your Editor's 
request to cross-examine him for a few minutes, so as to bring 
some needed facts to light. Nor did the Committee put him on 
the stand at all for possible embarassing questions from Com- 
mittee members who had not attended the earlier secret session 
in New York, and who apparently had not been notified of it. 
Cross-examination is not only a precious Anglo-Saxon judicial 
right granted an ordinary criminal, but it often is a means by 
which the truth can be clearly revealed as to conflicting testimony, 
and as to who is lying. 

Before the hearing your Editor offered in vain to take a lie 
detector test on the false testimony received and circulated in 
advance by the Committee against him. He would now welcome 
a comparison of his life-long record of integrity with the record 
of the two professional witnesses for pay, whom study reveals 
_to have perjured theselves on more than one occasion before, and 
who have now testified falsely against him. 

On the first day of this Editor’s hearing, Senator Harry F. 
Byrd of Virginia “said he had been told by J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the F. B. I., that it knew of no minister having been 


“ 


proved to be a Communist agent”—a term broader than that of 


~Communist Party member. - . 
f Now contrast this with the charge made by J. B. Matthews, 
ex-Methodist minister, at the very outset of his recent magazine 
ticle: “The largest single group supporting the Communist 
‘apparatus in the United States today is composed of Protestant 
clergymen. Since the beginning of the First Cold War in April, 
1948, the Communist Party of this country has placed more and 
more reliance upon the ranks of the Protestant clergy to provide 
the Party’s subversive apparatus with its,agents, stooges, dupes, 
front men and fellow travellers. ... . The Communist : Pz as 
enlisted the support of at least seven thousand Protestant clergy- 
nen (as) Party members, fellow travellers, espionage agents, Party- 
ine adherents and unwitting dupes.” es 

President Eisenhower severely censured this smear assault on 


Protestantism. Senator McCarthy, against his wishes, was forced 
to drop Mr. Matthews from his Senate Committee staff. Not 
even the McCarthy Committee would dignify Mr. Matthews’ 
charges against Protestantism and Protestant clergymen, by giving 
him a hearing on the matter. It was at this point that the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities came to Mr. Matthews’ 
rescue by voting to grant him the hearing platform he wished for 
his smear assault on distinguished and socially concerned Protest- 
ant Bishops and other ministers. 

This apparent effort of the House Committee to buttress Mr. 
Matthews (and thereby Senator McCarthy) in the assault on 
American Protestantism, and to restore the fading Matthews’ re- 
pute as an authority on “subversion,” can be better understood if 
we remember that the House Committee’s own reputation may 
well be at stake. For Mr. Matthews and the House Committee may 
well stand or fall together, since the former was the latter’s chief 
investigator for years, and in large measure the architect of its 
philosophy and approach in hunting “subversives.” 

For those within the House Committee who sought to support 
Mr. Matthews’ smear on Protestant ministers, must there not have 
been pressure to find some whom somebody would name as 
“reds?” So the mountain labored and brought forth a mouse: 
testimony by two highly unreliable ex-Communists with no 
known church background or record of integrity, who testify in 
such cases for pay—testimony that they had known three Metho- 
dists as leading fellow-Reds back in the early 1930s in New York 
—when the Methodist who edits this Bulletin was 16 or 17 years 
old and spending all of his time at a Methodist school in Georgia! 

Why did the House Committee await the summer of 1953 to 
secure and circulate this testimony concerning alleged associations 
in the early 1930s? Why did the professional witnesses for pay 
wait until the summer of 1953 to so testify? It was not until the 
summer of 1953 that Mr. Matthews so desperately needed help 
to save his damaged reputation (and the associated one of the 
House Committee), by buttressing his smear assault on Protestant 
ministers. And it was not until the summer of 1953 that the 
House Committee was challenged by its vigorous critic, Bishop 
Oxman, to give him a hearing and to come forth meanwhile with 
the names of some clerical reds. 

The hearing to which your Editor was subpoenaed, is not 
simply concerned with him alone, but is part and parcel of the 
current, wholesale attack on American Protestantism. But why 
is Protestantism under fire? Protestantism affirms the priesthood 
of all believers; the right and obligation of every Protestant to 
think for himself, read his own Bible, talk directly in prayer with 
his own God, consult his own conscience, stand on his own feet 
and accept responsibility for his own decisions as to what to 
think about a particular matter and as to what stand is most 
Christian or most in harmony with the Gospel of Jesus. 

If Protestantism succeeds in preserving free conscience and 
producing free and independent thinkers, it is dangerous to the 
truly. subversive authoritarians in our midst (whether in or out 
of the House Committee) who would subvert the constitutional 
right and citizenship obligation of all Americans to think, speak, 
and associate freely. What is more truly subversive of American 
democracy and vital Christianity than this current attempt to get 
the American people to stop thinking for themselves and to turn 
instead to self-assumed “authorities” like the House Committee 
for hand-out, authoritarian, blacklist answers as to what convic- 
tions or peaceful stands or associations are right or wrong or 
subversive? 
~ Your Editor’s answer to the Committee was that given by the 
distinguished Dean of the Washington Cathedral, grandson of 
Woodrow Wilson, Hon. Francis Sayre: God is our judge, not the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. As ministers of 
the Gospel of Jesus, we must answer for our stands to God, to 
conscience, and to the Gospel’s principles. We would be untrue 
to the solemn vows we took as ordained ministers if we recog- 
nized or bowed to any usurper (including the House Committee) 
seeking to displace God as judge of the legal and peaceful stands 
we have taken from time to time on behalf of a better and more 
fraternal world. 


In your Editor's hearing Committee members asserted they did 


not support the un-American and un-Christian concept of guilt 
by association (by which it would be easy to condemn Jesus who 


- taught and practiced association with, love of, and witnessing to, 


all sinners, all men). Yet the questions asked in the Committee's 
hearings are almost exclusively based on association. And the 
Committee even fails to give a full picture of the associates one 
had in his real or alleged past stands. When your Editor was 
queried about alleged past stands, the Committee was not eager 
to have it revealed that associates in those stands included many 
of our most distinguished and socially concerned Bishops, and 
other church, educational, cultural and humanitarian leaders. 
The two-day hearing brought no evidence that your Editor has 
engaged at any time in a subversive act, or taken any stand 
contrary to any American law or to the principles of American 


MAIL ON THE HOUSE 


The press has reported the strong support given your Editor 
by his Bishop, his District Superintendent, and members of his 
conservative congregation and community. Messages of support 
have also poured in from his home state of Georgia and from all 
over the U.S.A., from ministers and from laity, from friends and 
from strangers. Typical examples of the many such messages fol- 
low: 


“We are writing to our Senators and Representatives to dissolve the Un- 
American Com. It has interfered with freedom of thought in civil matters. 
It is now attempting to interfere with Freedom of Religious Thought. . . . 
The Committee attacks all people who back moral issues such as World 
Peace, the Brotherhood of Man . .. the right of each man to think for 


himself . . .” OLIVE V. WEAVER 
Johnstown, Pa. 


“We have been highly pleased with the way the church leaders have been 
talking back to the investigating committees. I hope the whole church will 
rally around and let the investigators know that there are folks who are not 
to be intimidated. It is the heritage of the church to stand unafraid against 
such forces of evil as the current witch hunt.” 

GEORGE BURCHAM 
Tracy, California. 


“Jack: 
. .. The Savior suffered . . . so must we, 
Each bear his cross of Calvary. 
As the Cyrenian bore Christ’s cross, 
Your church won’t let you suffer loss. 
Though scribes and pharisees must harp, 
McCartheys bark, their henchmen carp; 
Yet ride the waves with steady keel 
And bruise the serpent with the heel. ... ” 
R. I. CARY HALE 
New Castle, Indiana. 


“JT have just re-read Lowell’s ‘The Present Crisis’ and find so many 
stanzas that fit the present case. 

They have rights who dare maintain them; we are traitors to our sires, 
Smothering in their holy ashes Freedom’s new-lit altar-fires; 
Shall we make their creed our jailer? Shall we in our haste to slay, 
From the tombs of the old prophets steal the funeral lamps away 
To light up the martyr-fagots round the prophets of today?” 

WILLIAM P. MASON 

Kirkwood, ‘Missouri. 


“In days like these I am often reminded and comforted by. the verse— 
‘Beware lest all men speak well of you.* There was a time when I ques- 
tioned whether we were truly living up to our Christian convictions, since 
we aroused so little antagonism. But that is over. Now I pray that God 
may give us wisdom and power to witness boldly . . . and to love those 
with whom we disagree.” 

CATHERINE BLANTON 
Tucson, Arizona. 


“The opening for the witch hunt in the field of the churches was made 
‘by the National Conference when they repudiated M.F.S.A. which had been 
‘labelled’ red. This clearly indicated to men like McCarthy & Velde, etc. 
that the leaders of the Church had succumbed to the fear which they have 
‘been trying to sow... . 

“In the Council for Social Action there was a beginning made to put 
religion into practice but those who value their own security above that of 
their fellow men were afraid and so now we are before the Un-American 
Committee.” 

MRS. CATHERINE J. WEBB 
Albany, California. 


“ . . I have, nevertheless, been proud to know that the Methodist Church 
has such an organization (M.F.S.A.). When the ‘pink fringe’ scare was 
‘abroad I preached a sermon to my congregation wherein I said . . . that I 
was proud to be a part of a church .. . so alive as to have what was then 
termed ‘pink fringe’. . . My greatest fear . . . is that we are losing what 
prophetic insight we have and that preachers are all too easily comman- 
deered to preserve the status quo.” 

WM. J. CAMPBELL 
Austin, Minnesota. 


democracy or the Christian Gospel. Nor did the Committee ap- 
pear to welcome analysis of past stands (all taken openly and 
publicly) in terms of the principles of our democracy or Gospel, to 
both of which we seek to be true. The Committee did have 
evidence that your Editor has supported over the years such 
causes as world peace, racial equality, and civil liberties. Though 
none of us (congressmen included) has a blameless past, it is 
hardly necessary for ministers to apologize to a Congressional 
Committee for having sought from time to time to serve such 
democratic, peaceful, and Christian goals. 


COMMITTEE HEARING 


“Are the people and their organizations going to sit still and. commit 
suicide? . . . I think not . . . and I’m sure that the M.F.S.A. will do a 
great service toward this waking up. No doubt this is exactly why it is 
now under fire. To back down and crumble before the attack is fatal. .. . 
Courage is contagious. . . .”” 

; SCOTT F. NICOLL 
Bethlehem, Penna. 


«“c 


. I believe you are fighting a battle that is more than a personal 
one. It involves, first, our Gospel of Christ; Second, the freedom of our 
church to preach it, and third, the freedom of citizens to think and to be 
different.” 

B, FRANKLIN AULD 

Baltimore, Md. 


““ Many desire to weaken the voice of the Church. We cannot permit 
such persons to pick off our leaders one at a time while the rest of us sit 
back in the security of inactivity.” 

(REV.) SHERWOOD S. DAVIS 
San Antonio, Texas. 


« 


*. . . St. Paul said we should speak the truth in love, and as followers 
of Christ let us stand by that rule. Error and hate seem in ascendancy at 
present, but truth and love shall surely prevail and Christ is one shining 
example.” 

W. W. SWITZER 

Walla Walla, Washington. 


“*.. . [ have a much higher respect for our pledged word than the word 
of your accusers. In fact I have a high contempt for those who hide behind 
congressional immunity to attack men with whom they differ on matters 
that ought to stand or fall on their merits and not on the questionable 
testimony of a confessed traitor.” 

NELSON WURGLER 
Las Cruces, New Mexico. 


“TI haven’t proper words to express my contempt for the inquisitions now 
going on in Washington, and surely can see no reasons whatsoever for 
your being called. You certainly showed no leanings toward Communism in 
the Bulletin nor did I note any expressions which could be termed subver- 
sive. As it seems to me there is a drive underway . . . to stifle construc- 
tive social economic thought and expression, and if there is any more ef- | 
fective way to destroy a civilization than this long string of inquisitions 
I do not know what it is.” 


LELAND F. FOBES 
Weaverville, N. Carolina. 


“_... Evidently they (the Committee) are-so blinded by their unmiti- 
gated wrong concepts that they also forfeit Christ’s teaching and the Com- 
mandments, as well as our Constitution and true principles and practices 
of bona fide Americanism. 

“It used to be a basic principle not to ask improper questions. I recall 
the old formula—‘I object to the question because it is impertinent, irrel- 
evant, immaterial and incompetent.’ Every student in every law school was 
so taught. . . . It is a cardinal principle of Parliamentary Procedure too that 
any such improper questions not be entertained, much less answered.” 

JOHN B. ERIT 
Teaneck, New Jersey. 


“Although I have never belonged to your branch of the Church, I have 
for years been inspired by . . . the Social Questions Bulletin. It grieves 
me deeply to hear of the persecution you are subjected to. What are we 
coming to in this supposedly free country. Certainly.evil days are upon us 
when we can no longer speak our minds.” 

MISS K. L. TREVETT _ 
Portland, Oregon. 


“. .. I have read the complete transcript of your hearing in Washington. 
How I admire your quick-wittedness in refusing to give simple yes or no 
answers to trap questions—and your courage in resisting the attempts to 
pee Foe ne mae Ponsa ee ee If this entire 
transcript can be made ayailablé it will be an absolute eye-opener to many, 
and a service to the whole Church, In that Case your agony will have se 
a purpose beyond your imagination.” pith al 

wade, . WM. H. MELISH 
_ Church of the Holy Trinity, 
, Brooklyn. 


ili 


